STICKNEY FIRE DEPARTM

6533 West Pershing Road
Stickney, lllinois ©0-102
(708) 795-6333 — (7C&) 749-4400

Fax (708) 765-1531

Lawrance P. Meyer, Fire Chief Denald J. Tabor, Mayor

Date: October 2, 2000
Subject: Mercury Spill September 27, 2000 at 4216 S Maple alley rear .
From: Larry Mecyer, Fire Chief e

On September 27, 2000 at 1007 hrs Stickney Police radio operator C. Vitro received a
phone call from , 4216 S Maple reporting an unknown quantity of
mercury spilled in the rear alley beh 4 his ¢ mage. Village fire chief Larry Meyer and
Village supervisor James Kubinski responded to the scene with Stickney PD. The
material was on the concrete pavement and was confirmed to be liquid elemental mercury
in various size droplets covering an area approximately three feet in diameter. No

container was found in the area.

ORI ;::(cd he was in the process of taking out the household trash at
approximately 1000 hrs when he noticed the silver colored material and thought it was
silver paint. When he got closer he recognized the mercury. NN s 2 retired

Stickney fire captain. KNS did not step in the material and stayed several fect
away.

The area was immediately isolated with fire, public works and police assistance using
barrier tape, cones and barricades. The alley was closed to all vehicle and pedestrian
traffic. The parking lots behind the Harlem Ave. apartments werc taped off also.

- The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRDGC), lilinois
Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA), United States Environmental Protection
Agency (USEPA), Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) were notified by

phone.

Pollution control officers from the MWRDGC arrived at 1030 hrs. They confirmed there
was no danger of the mercury entering a waterway or sewer. A MWRDGC pollution
control officer remained on the scene throughout most of the duration of the incident.

The MABAS Division 11 H."ZMAT team was callcd but does not possess the
specialized equipment or expertise to clean up a mercury spill.

The mercury spill was near a rolling dumpster owned by Crown Disposal of Brookfield.

The company was contacted and a Mr. Anderson came to the scene. He confirmed that
the dumpster was emptied early morning on Tuesday 9/26/00. IS :d not
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notice the mercury on the afternoon of 9 26 while e washed his car on the garage apron,
only several feet from where the spill was noticed. He was certain that he would have
noticed the sitver metal in the bright sun. A womar stated she walked her dog at
approximately 0900 hrs on Wednesday 9:27 and feli in the arca of the spill but did not
see the mercury at that time. The woman and the dog were tested for mercury with none
found. Based on this information, it was assumed that the spill occurred sometime

between 0900 hrs and 1000 hrs on Wednesday 9/27.

Heritage Services of Lemont was called to act as the emergency response contractor.
They could not respond because of involvement with the NICOR mercury clean up
efforts. Heritage recommended Superior Services of Lemont, who was also not available
to respond. Superior did have a standby crew From Marine Pollution Control (MPC).

who was able to respond.

A three-man team arrived from MPC at approximately 1330 hrs and began clean up
cfforts using a HEPA vacuum. They vacuumed mercury in the spill arca. The MPC
personnel surveyed the entire alley and confirmed that vehicle tires had spread the
mercury some distance north and south of the spill. Visual inspection and Jerome
mercury vapor detectors confirmed that 42™ Street and 43™ Street and the adjacent
sidewalks were not contaminated. Those streets were closed to provide a staging area
and command post. MPC informed Chief Meyer that they could not complete the clean
up since it would be extensive and costs not be covered by the emergency response

agreement. They left the scene at approximately 2230 hrs.

At 1600 hrs Don Klopki IEPA arrived. He confirmed the seriousness of the spill and
called for Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) assistance.

At 1700 hrs Charles Gebien, On-Scene Coordinator (USEPA) arrived. At that time he
called the USEPA clean up contractor Furgeson-Harbour Incorporated (FHI) and the

START team Ecology & Environment, Inc. (E&E).

At 1900 hrs Lee Wohlwend & Apamna Kaul (IDPH) arrived passing out mercury
information and begun testing residents shoes and homes for mercury contamination with
a Jerome instrument. No contamination was found. Channel 7 arrived at this time also
and was given a statement by Chief Meyer and Leo Rosales (USEPA).

Since children on the way to Home School at 4460 S. Home use the alley, the entire
school was checked with negative results on the Jerome and visual inspeciion. This was
completed at 2300 hrs. by E&E with SFD assistance. The school district superintendent
was notified by phone and later released a statement to parents regarding the incident

which is attached.

At 2230 hrs four teenage boys disregarded the barriers and barrier tape and entered the
contaminated alley from the south. They were stopped and the shoes they were wearing
were checked with a Jerome. The shoes were above permissible levels and confiscated.



The sioching-footed vouths were driven home by SPD. The shocs were later
decontammated by FHI and returned to the owners on Friday 9:29:00.

Approximately 50 cars were parked in the parking lots behind the Harlem apartment
buildings. The cars belonged to the residents of the apartment buildings. All cars in the
lots were checked for contamination (tires and interiors) and removed from the areca by
owners. Stickney DPW used a Bobcat to remove concrete parking bumpers to create a
roadway in the parking lots so those cars would not drive down the contaminated alley.
The cars were removed so the area could be thoroughly checked and decontaminated and
so the residents could use them. Removing the cars also aided in securing the exclusion
zone. A few hot spots were found in the parking lots and cleaned up on Thursday 9/28

by FHI.

Mayor Donald Tabor and Police Chief John Zitek were present at various times
throughout the three-day clean up.

At 2345 hrs the scene was secured by SPD uniformed cars at the north and south afley
entrances, and crews left for the night.

Operations resumed at 0800 hrs Thursday 9/28. Chicf Meyer arnived first and gave a
statement to Channel 2, 5,7, 9, Fox, CLTV, Tribune. Charles Gebien arrived and was

also requested to give a statement to the media.

The clean up began after FHI and E&E personnel anived and continued until 2000 hrs.
The hot areas were vacuumed, treated with HG-X, vacuumed again, and then sealed with

concrete sealer.,

Two trash containers were found to have detectable mercury vapor levels. No elemental
mercury was visible. The trash containers were empticd, the contents packaged for

proper disposal, and the trash containers decontaminated.

Special Agents Eric Hann & Christopher Pullos USEPA Criminal Investigations
Division and FBI Special Agents Leslie Lahr & Howard Kaeding arrived to conduct a

criminal investigation.

Two IDPH teams with the assistance of D. Lenihan, Stickney Township health
department screened 21 residences for mercury on Thursday 9/28. A list of people who
feared they might be contaminated was collected. The listed people were or will be
screened by IDPH. No mercury was found in the homes but one mother and child’s

shoes tested positive.

The area was again secured overnight by two uniformed SPD officers in marked cars, one
north and one south.

On Friday 9/29 the alley, parking areas, dirt areas along the alley and the 4100 block
alley were checked for visible signs of mercury and with the Jeromes. None was found.



One 33 gallon drum of high level mercury, five 55 gallon drums and onc fiber drum of
low level debris and PPE. and two 5 gallon buckets of decon water were labeled and
removed by 1230 hrs by FHI and transported to Heritaze Environmental in Lemont. By
1300 hrs all agencies and contractors left the scene. The parking lots and alley were

rcopened by 1330 hrs.

The USEPA CID and FBI were still conducting their investigation along with SPD.

Tom Baughman Ph.D. Environmental Toxicologist (IDPH) continued fo screen
residences with a Jerome. By the end of the day all residential screening was completed.
Traces of mercury were found in one house at 4129 S Maple at 1430 hrs. This is where
the mother and daughter shoes were found to be contaminated. However, the husband
smokes and that can give a false positive reading on a Jerome. The home will be tested
on Saturday. 9/30 with a Lumidor instrument, which is not effected by smoke.

The IDPH tested the /nemm—— at 4129 S Maple 0:: 9/30. Tests showed the carpet and
vacuum cleaner were contaminated with mercury. N statcd she did not use the

vacuum since the previous weekend. The highest mercury Ievel in the home was 30
nanograms, which is below the 300 nanogram level of concern. It is now suspected that
the mercury may have been in the home prior to the spill in the alley one-block south and
onc alley to the west. Homes, yards and sidewalks adjacent to the spill tested negative.

IDPH and USEPA will follow up on the situation at thc Iilhome. The family was
instructed to cover the carpeting with poly sheeting and get blood tests on Monday 10/02.

Captain Elias’ SPD shoes were contaminated with mercury on Wednesday 9/27. They
were decontaminated and returned to him on 9/29.

Attached are copies of business cards of persons who responded to this incident.
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Lyons, liinois 60534
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FAX (708) 780-972S

September 28, 2000

Dear Parents:

As you have probably heard, on Wednesday, September 27" a mercury spill
occurred at approximately 9:15 a.m. in the alley east of Harlem, between 42™ and
- 43™ Streets in Stickney. Our students’ safety is always a priority and that continues
in this situation. I have been in constant contact with the Village of Stickney.
Mayor Don Tabor has been working with the Federal Environmental Protection
Agency. A representative of this agency was quoted as saying, “there was no

contamination to any human.”

Wednesday night at 10:30 p.m. Home school was tested for mercury

contamination. No traces of mercury were found. It is the opinion of the Federal
Environmental Protection Agency that no additional buildings need to be tested.

Additionally, officials have talked to some children who live in the area to make
sure they did not come in contact with the mercury.

We will continuc to monitor the situation and keep you informed if any updates are
needed.

Sincerely,

N

Michael E. Mercer
Superintendent



fetropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago

JAMES N. CHODORA

Pollution Conirct Clhcer it

Industrial Waste Division

6001 West Persr.rg Road

Cicero. Hhinois 63904412

T28/568-4144 Ermergancy Number 312/ 787
FAX: 708/ 780-6148 Pager 3127 556-1

U S ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION DIVISION

CHRrisTOPHER A. PULLOS

SPEZIAL AGENT

77 WEST JACKSQON BLYD N IOR
CriZAGD 1L BOBCA

FEODERAL BUREAU OF INVISTIGATION
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LESLIE LAHR

SPECIAL AGENT

2195 DEARBORN
ROOM 905 PHCNE (312143!-1333

CHICAGO, ILLINDIS 60634 FAX 13:2)786-252

lllinois Environmental Protection Agency
170t SOUTH FIRST AVENUE, SUITE 800
MAYWOQD. ILLINOIS 60153

Edward Osowski

Senior Emergency Responder
Office of Chemical Safety

§1729Y Q)1

708/338-7900
703/338-7897 FAX E-Mail: 8pa8577 @epa state.il.us
|
S. Lee Wohiwend, P.E.
Environmental Engineer
{linots Department of

Public
Health

West Chicago Regional Office * 245 W. Roosevelt Road, Building 5
West Chicago, IL 60185 « Phone 630-293-6800 » Fax 630-293-6908

UNITED STATES

ENVIRONMENTAL Phone 312 226 5059

' PROTECTION AGENCY Fax 312-686-1518
[ CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION
| DIVISION
' ERIC S. HANN
SPECIAL AGENT
! 260 South Riverside Flaza Internet Address.
Room 1970 hena.ericQepamail.epa.gov
Chicago, Hlinots 60606 pager 1-800/ 9164616 pin 142.3005
“u" ~ FERDEFRAL BURTAL OF INVESTIGATION

R Y
A ﬂ«J :
HOWARD T. KAEDING

SPEC AL ASENT

219 S DEARBORN
ROOKM 905
CHICAGS, ILLINDIS 60601 (AR

llinois Environmental Protection Agency
1701 SCSLUTh FRET AVENLE, SUVITE 600
MAYWCOD, ILLINGIS 60153

Jim Clark, C.H.M.M.,

Emergency Responder
Office of Chemical Safety

£47-294 -4 (2

768K8338-2600 )

708338-#897 FAX E-Mail: epa8574Q@epa state.il us
Hr-saeAus

Ms. Aparna Kauf
Environmental Health Specialist

{llinoés Depgartment of

Public
Health

West Chicago Regional Office » 245 W. Roosevelt Road. Building 5
West Chicago, IL 60185 » Phone 6§30-293-6800 « Fax 630-291.690%

L) ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF

A ® PUBLIC HEALTH

Thomas A. Baughman /4,0
Environmental Toxicologis(/
Division of meronmemal Health
C}m Ah.(ﬁ‘ ‘{«,, }L'l :' s
West Chncago Regional Of YA

245 W. Roosevelt Rd., Bldg. #5 Bus: (¥08) 293-6800
West Chicago, IL 60185 Fax: (7083 293-6908
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JEFFREY L. HUGHES

e Cearzon Ko

L7328 F

T.o.avs

@ FERGUSON-HARBOLR™

Carl Carter

330 Plam Crech Court o Tavkersalle, KY 307
Phone \l)“) TAZ0A e gy S02 231 4707

hitp svaww et com

20 Houwr Ererzency Responae | 860 2351321

THE COMPRESPONSIVE RISK MAN VGEMENT COMPANYY

»
MP{ MARINE POLLUTION CONTROL
- 2o3t e IST TEREISCr. CETROT 4 43108.26¢1

BRAMT JOSEPH MITCHELL
Cocrdrarer
Hezlth, Scfety, Troning Divizien

PGR {313, 851.7340
24 H-5 [312) 849.2333

131 849.2670
1313 B49-2:215 FAax

{D ecolozy and emvironment, inc.
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CROWN RECYCLING &

WASTE SERVICES, INC.

* INOUSTRIAL )
* COMMERCIAL
* AESIDENTIAL !
* CONSTRUCTION
* RECYCLING
8475 West S3rdg St
McCook, IL 80525
708/485-0900

Fax 708/442-0037

)
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Charles Gebien
On-Scene Coordinator

Office of Superfund
Region 5

312/353-7645
Fax: 312/3563-9176

U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency
HSE-5J

77 West Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, lifinois
60604-3590
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